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Law & science from a single source

▪ A medium-sized law firm based in Munich

▪ Areas of expertise: food, animal feed, life sciences, 

pharmaceuticals, consumer goods

▪ In addition: Comprehensive expertise in 

competition and trademark law, environmental and 

planning law, and ESG matters.

▪ > 20 lawyers

   www.meisterernst.com

▪ 8 scientists, including 3 publicly appointed and 

sworn experts in food chemistry

▪ Areas: Scientific and regulatory consulting, 

approval procedures, toxicological assessment 

(crisis), marketability and labelling, safety 

assessments (food, cosmetics, chemicals, biocides, 

packaging, consumer goods), scientific validation of 

statements   

   www.rda-science.com
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Agenda

1. Classification of the new EmpCo Directive 

2. Requirements under EmpCo Directive

▪ New prohibited practices and rules on misleading advertising 

▪New legal concepts and definitions

▪ Possible consequences and sanctions, as well as further implications for product labeling and 

advertising

3. Practical implications, to-dos for companies
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1. Classification of the new 

EmpCo Directive 
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Start of application 

➔Effective as of September 27, 2026
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2. Requirements under EmpCo Directive
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Different kinds of Environmental Claims
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Different kinds of Environmental Claims
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Different kinds of Environmental Claims
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Difference between generic environmental claims and 

sustainability labels
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Specification Requirement 
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Different kinds of Environmental Claims
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Different kinds of Environmental Claims
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Amendments to Annex of the UCPD – „Black List“ 

Annex I, paragraphs 1–3 of the EmpCo set out new business practices that are always 

considered unfair:
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Amendments to Annex of the UCPD – „Black List“ 
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Amendments to Annex of the UCPD – „Black List“ 
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Certification system behind a sustainability label

General: A third party verification system that enablers the use of a sustainability 

label certifying that a product, process, or business activity meets specific 

requirements
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Sustainability labels without a certification system 
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Additions to the Misleading Practices unter the UCPD
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3. Consequences & Sanctions
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Thank you very much for your attention!

Lucia Scharl LL.M.

Attorney

Bar-certified specialist for IP law

https://www.meisterernst.com/

https://www.meisterernst.com/
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