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EU LIFE Project ”Fit for Biodiversity”

Biodiversity Governance and 
Performance in the Food Sector

Objective: 
Strengthen biodiversity management, monitoring, financing, 
and performance across food-sector supply chains.
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WP6: Financing Restoration of Ecosystems via 
Biodiversity Credits in the Food Sector

T6.1 
Corporate 
Strategy 

Guide 
companies 
to integrate 
biodiversity 
restoration 
into their 
corporate 
strategies

T6.2 
Biodiversity 

crediting 
system

Assess 
biodiversity 
crediting 
systems 
and existing 
schemes

T6.3 
Biodiversity 

finance 

Exploring 
finance 
oppotunites
for 
biodiversity 
restoration 
initiatives

T6.4 
Insetting 
projects 

Connect 
findings to 
feasibility 
studies for 
insetting 
projects in 
the agri-
food supply 
chain

2025 – 
Q3

2026 – 
Q3

2026 – 
Q4

2027 – 
Q3
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Biodiversity Credits Dossier: 

key findings
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• Market structure and biodiversity crediting mechanisms

• Global biodiversity crediting landscape 

• Integrity assessment of biodiversity crediting schemes 

• Applicability to agricultural landscapes and agri-food sector

• Analysis of the relevant policy frameworks

• Challenges of biodiversity crediting 

• Recommendations for credible use in the agri-food sector

 

What does the Biodiversity Dossier cover?

The work was based on:

Desk research, scheme database development, policy analysis, stakeholder interviews and 
comparative assessment. 

Link to the Dossier: Ecosystem restoration and 
Biodiversity Credits 

https://food-biodiversity.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Biodiversity-Credit-Dossier_EN_29062026.pdf
https://food-biodiversity.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Biodiversity-Credit-Dossier_EN_29062026.pdf
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Market Landscape 
56 schemes assessed in detail

30 Active voluntary schemes

6 Active compliance schemes

20 Schemes under development
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Assessment Methodology  

• Mandatory sus-criteria = weight 1.0
• Recommended sub-criteria = 

weighted 0.5
• Performance score: 1= Week, 2= 

partial, 3 = Strong

1) Ability to capture 
biodiversity outcomes in 
agricultural landscapes

2) Affordability for farmers 
and project developers

3) Potential to support 
credible demand from agri-
food companies

(1) Pre-screening (2) Integrity assessment 
(3) Overall integrity 
categories 

(4) Agri-food applicability

• Database of existing 
biodiversity crediting 
schemes (56)

• Excluded: Compliance 
schemes, early-stage 
schemes, insufficient 
public information

• 31 voluntary schemes 
shortlisted 

• 9 criteria + 42 sub-criteria

Baseline
 

Additionality Quantification

MRV Safeguards Permanence

Leakage Governance 
and tracking

Issuance 
timing (ex-
ante/Ex-post)

• Weighting system for Mandatory 
and Recommended sub-criteria

• Performance score*: 1 = Weak, 2 = 
Partial, 3 = Strong

Score 

Range​

Category​

0–50​ Weak​

51–70 Moderate​

71–85​ Good​

86–100​ Strong ​

1) Ability to capture 
biodiversity outcomes in 
agricultural landscapes

2) Affordability for farmers 
and project developers

3) Potential to support 
credible demand from agri-
food companies

• Performance score*: 0=not 
applicable, 1 = Weak, 2= 
Partial, 3 = Strong

* Scoring is based on the BCA High-Level Principles (HLPs) Assessment Matrix v1.0

Integrity criteria and applicability to the agri-food sector



8
BIODIVERSITY GOVERNANCE AND PERFORMANCE IN THE FOOD SECTOR LIFE23-GIE-DE-LIFE BGP Food

Results : Integrity Assessment 



9
BIODIVERSITY GOVERNANCE AND PERFORMANCE IN THE FOOD SECTOR LIFE23-GIE-DE-LIFE BGP Food

Applicability to the Agri-food sector: results

1

2

High-integrity benchmarks 
• Large restoration / conservation projects 
• Higher certification and MRV cost
• More feasible with aggregation / landscape-level interventions

Strong agri-food applicability 
• More practical for agricultural landscape 
• Focus on pollinators, vegetation, grasslands, orchards, field edges
• Need stronger safeguards (e.g. permanence, leakage, long-term 

governance)
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Demand requires credible claims

Transparent registries, clear attribution rules 
and clear guidance for contribution, insetting 
and offset claims are essential to build buyer 
confidence.

Key Outcomes and Recommendations 

Biodiversity credits can unlock additional 
finance

Credits can complement public funding and 
reward measurable outcomes beyond legal 
obligations and publicly funded baselines.

Practical guidance to strengthen the market

Translate existing integrity frameworks, such as 
the High-Level Principles, into practical 
guidance with minimum quality requirements 
for biodiversity crediting schemes. 

Strongest pathway: supply-chain insetting

Support biodiversity restoration within sourcing 
regions to improve supply-chain resilience, 
build supplier trust and deliver measurable 
biodiversity outcomes.
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Upcoming Outcomes:

Biodiversity Finance Dossier  

Feasibility assessment of insetting projects
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Biodiversity Finance Instruments

Private Instruments Public Instruments

Payments for 
ecosystem 

services

Green bonds

Biodiversity 
Grants

Biodiversity 
Taxes

Biodiversity 
credits
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Biodiversity Insetting Feasibility Studies

We are looking for agri-food companies and farms to join an 
exploratory feasibility study

Biodiversity and nature restoration opportunities in your value chain or project area

Insetting potential and practical implementation barriers

Possible links to certification, biodiversity credits and blended finance

Assessment can support reporting (e.g. *DIROs)

Financing options for early-stage project development

What we will explore:

*Note: Dependencies, Impacts, Risks and Opportunities (DIROs)
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Limited number of 
feasibility studies 
available — 
participation can 
help kick-start your 
biodiversity project

Claudia Bulgheroni 
bulgheroni@meo-carbon.com

Shermila Weragoda Dona
dona@meo-carbon.com
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